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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The phrase "reversing the film tube" in claims 1 and 6 renders the claims vague 
and indefinite. The specification and dependent claims indicate the sheets formed from 
cutting the film tube, not the film tube itself, are being reversed. For purposes of 
examination the phrase is taken to mean "reversing a sheet formed from cutting the film 
tube." Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 6-7 and 9-1 1 are vague and indefinite for being drafted as process 
claims, when it appears device or apparatus claims were intended. The claims provide 
for the process of preparing sheets, but since the claims do not set forth any steps 
involved in the process, it is unclear what process applicant is intending to encompass. 
A claim is indefinite where it merely recites a process without any active, positive steps 
delimiting how this process is actually practiced. 

5. Claim 8 recites the limitation "Device in accordance with the aforesaid claim". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim, as all aforesaid 
claims are drafted as process claims. 
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6. The phrase "the aforesaid claim" in claims 7-8 renders the claims vague and 
indefinite. It is not clear from which of the aforesaid claims they depend. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

7. Claims 2-5 are indefinite for depending from indefinite claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dellbruegge (DE 19501668; paragraph references to the machine translation). 

• Regarding claim 1 , Dellbruegge discloses a process for the preparation of sheets 
(IP ; fig. 1 ). The process includes extruding a film tube (10; 1J2), laying the film tube 
flat and squeezing it fl[2; squeeze rollers 16), cutting the extruded film tube to form 
sheets (1J5; fig. 1), and reversing the cut sheets (fig. 1). The film tube is cut (knives 
14) in the conveying direction of the film tube before the squeezing takes place (with 
squeeze rollers 16) and at least one resulting sheet runs through only one reversing 
device (fig. 1). Although Dellbruegge does not state that the sheet is fed to a 
stationary processing device or storage device, one would readily recognize from 
Fig. 1 and the description that the sheet would inherently either be stored or further 
processed in order for the process of preparing the sheets to be useful. 
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• Regarding claim 2, Dellbruegge discloses parts of the surfaces of at least one sheet 
come into contact during the reversing process (e.g., at rollers 16, 18 28, 30, 32, 34 
and 36; fig. 1). 

• Regarding claim 3, Dellbruegge discloses the surfaces that come into contact with 
each other are components of the tubular sheet that formed the interior surfaces of 
the film tube (between knives 14 and squeeze rollers 16; fig. 1). 

• Regarding claims 4 and 9-10, Dellbruegge discloses the sheets being prepared with 
at least one sticky surface in that the film tube is processed with at least one sticky 
outer surface (1f5). 

• Regarding claims 5 and 11, Dellbruegge discloses the film tube being processed 
with a sticky external surface fl|5), and that while reversing (after knives 14 and 
before roller 18) only the surfaces that had formed the internal surface of the film 
tube come into contact. 

• Regarding claim 6, Dellbruegge discloses a device and process for the preparation 
of sheets. The device includes a means for the extrusion of a film tube ), a 
flattening device (12) and a squeezing device (16) for the film tube, a means for the 
reversing of the film tube (fig. 1), at least one cut-off device (14) for slitting the 
extruded film tube lengthwise, where the cut-off device (14) is provided for slitting 
the extruded film tube lengthwise in the conveying direction of the film tube before 
the squeezing device (16), and that only one reverse device (fig. 1) is provided 
through which at least one resulting sheet runs (fig. 1). Although Dellbruegge does 
not state that the sheet is fed to a stationary processing device or storage device, 
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one would readily recognize from Fig. 1 and the description that the sheet would 
inherently either be stored or further processed in order to be useful. 

• Regarding claim 7, Dellbruegge discloses a reversing device whereby the sheets 
can be led past at least one reversing air turning bar and at least one reversing 
deflecting roller fl[5). 

• Regarding claim 8, Dellbruegge discloses the reversing device having at least one 
functional pair formed of an air turning bar and a deflecting roller whereby the air 
turning bar and the deflecting roller carry out a reversing movement around an axis 
that runs orthogonal to the rotational position of the deflecting roller fl|5; figs 1-3). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LARRY THROWER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5517. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
from 7:30AM-5PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam C. Yao can be reached on 571-272-1224. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Larry Thrower/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 41 11 

/Sam Chuan C. Yao/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 1 1 



